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[Tagore] never showed his wisdom more clearly than in choosing
the difficult middle path, drifting neither to radical modernism, nor
to proud and gloomy traditionalism. Not to give way at a critical
point to the temptation of exaggeration—some dramatically
extremist doctrine which rivets the eyes of one’s own countrymen
and the world, and brings followers and undying fame and a sense
of glory and personal fulfillment—not to yield to this, but to seek to
find the truth in the face of scorn and threats from both sides—left
and right, Westernisers and traditionalists—that seems to me the
rarest form of heroism. :
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When men make use of men they use every variety of machinery
to fortify themselves or their selfish ends against the dissolving
power of beauty and love,—the trust, the company, stocks and
shares, investments, machinery through which they can avoid all
human connection and so cut themselves off from their fellows
whilst they extract for their benefit the very essence of the lives of
their neighbors, organizations are set up with the best of aims and
ideals and of executive machinery...In such organization men have
become numbers.
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You who live under the delusion that you are free, are every day
sacrificing your freedom and humanity to this fetish of nationalism,
living in the dense poisonous atmosphere of world-wide suspicion
and greed and panic.
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